This year’s
Lincoln Northeast
students and
instructor Bob
Freese stand with
the Sowers Club
of Nebraska,
which has
financially
supported
this program
for the last 12
years.
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Residential construction students at
Lincoln Northeast High School have built
the 32nd home of a partnership between
Lincoln Public Schools and the Lincoln
Housing Authority at 3127 U St.

This year, LHA strengthened its part-
nership with NeighborWorks Lincoln to
ensure the long-running project continued
moving forward during the school year.
The previous house on the property be-
longed to longtime draftsman Paul Sayer,
who worked with NeighborWorks Lincoln
and also designed the plans for the home
now built on the site — a three-bed, one-
and-a-half bath home.

Instructor Bob Freese has helped
guide students through the construction of
all 32 homes built through the program,
providing students hands-on experience
in framing, drywall, trim work, paint-
ing, cabinetry, exterior siding and other
aspects of residential construction.
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“To me, this is a wonderful project
and why I'm still teaching,” Freese said.
“To start with just a set of plans and go
through the whole process with students
— looking at plans, figuring out what
we’re building, putting things together,
raising it on the job site and now getting to
the finishing stages where we’re doing the
final woodwork and cabinets ready for the
homeowner — is incredibly rewarding.
Whenever I drive by one of these houses,
it always warms my heart to know there’s
a family living in it.”

Many program alumni have built
careers in the construction trades, with
several now owning their own businesses.

John Skretta, LPS superintendent, em-
phasized the value of this work for students.

“Learning outside of the traditional
classroom gives students the opportunity
to gain real-world, hands-on experience
and acquire valuable skills,” he said.
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“We are so proud of what these students
have accomplished in terms of workplace
employability skills because of the incred-
ible instruction of Mr. Freese and their
commitment to completing this project.”

Project leaders also expressed grati-
tude to financial supporters, especially
the Sowers Club of Nebraska, which
has supported the project for the past
12 years. Additional support came from
the City of Lincoln Urban Development
Department, the Nebraska Department of
Economic Development and Sunderland
Development.

The home will be sold at an af-
fordable price through the Lincoln
Housing Authority’s homeowner-
ship program. The property also will
become part of the Prairie Roots
Community Land Trust, which helps
maintain long-term affordability for future
homeowners.



FSS participant earns
SCC Student of the Year

Hadia Rashidi, a Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) participant who
began the program in May 2025, recently was recognized with the
Outstanding Student Award at Southeast Community College.

Rashidi received the award on behalf of the biology department
during an April ceremony after being nominated by instructor Tyler

— — ~ Corey.

| §Southeast | Originally from Afghanistan,
. (| Rashidi came to the United States in
| 2021. English is her fifth language,
which she said has made learning

terminology especially challenging.
Despite those challenges, Rashidi
has excelled academically while pur-
suing her goal of graduating from
SCC with a degree in Health Services.
She hopes to transfer to University
of Nebraska—Lincoln eventually and

Dayna recognized as
CLC School Community
Coordinator of the Year

Lincoln Housing Authority employee Dayna
was recognized for her outstanding dedication
to students, fami-
lies, and the broader
school community
after being named the
Community Learning
Centers (CLC)
School Community
Coordinator of the
Year May 1 at the
CLC Stakeholders
meeting. LHA serves
as the lead agency

Hadia Rashidi
accepts the
Outstanding

Student of the
Year award
from Southeast
Community
College.

she said.

Rashidi also credited Family Self-Sufficiency Coordinator Amy
for providing encouragement and support throughout her educational
journey. One of the most valuable things she has learned through her

become an OB-GYN physician.
“I want to help women with their
health and during the birth process,”

studies is understanding how to care for and support others.

for the Arnold
Elementary School
CLC, which Dayna
coordinates year-
round programming
including before- and after-school clubs, summer
clubs, reading incentives and more.

Medicaid Expansion work requirements began May 1

Beginning May 1, Nebraska began
requiring able-bodied adults enrolled in
Medicaid expansion coverage, known as
Heritage Health Adult, to work, volunteer
or participate in job training activities to
maintain coverage.

Adults ages 19-64 who are not preg-
nant, disabled or enrolled in Medicare
must complete at least 80 hours in a cal-
endar month of one or more qualifying
activities, including:

e Work: paid employment earning at
least $580 in one month, equal to 80
hours at federal minimum wage.
Work program: participating in ap-
proved work programs or training.
Education or apprenticeship: at-
tending school or an apprenticeship
program at least half-time.
Volunteering: performing commu-
nity service.

Current Medicaid expansion mem-
bers will be reviewed during their annual
renewal process, beginning with renewals
ending on or after July 31, 2026.

Exemptions include: parents or care-
takers of children age 13 or younger; preg-
nant women and those up to 12 months
postpartum; people caring for someone
with a disability; an individual under age
26 who aged out of foster care; tribal
members; veterans with total dis-
ability ratings; and those experi-
encing temporary
hardships.

Some in-
dividuals
receiving

Supplemental
Nutrition
Assistance

Program (SNAP) or Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
benefits already may meet the Medicaid
work requirements.

For more information, visit
dhhs.ne.gov/WorkRequirements.
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The mobile app MyLink (formerly MyLNK) helps
users anonymously find community resources and
services from organizations and programs in Lincoln.

The free, easy-to-use app is updated regularly to
ensure accurate information. It includes resources for
children and families, victims of domestic violence,
disability services, senior services, military and vet-
eran support, employment, education, food, housing,
transportation, tax preparation, health care, legal

services and more.

MyLink is available for both Android and Apple
devices. Once downloaded, it can be used without an
internet connection or data plan to access information
within the app. Resources also are available online
at mylnk.app.

The app is offered in Arabic, Dari, English,
Kurdish (Kurmanji and Sorani), Pashto, Somali,
Spanish, Ukrainian and Vietnamese.

As a Lincoln Housing Authority tenant, you have the opportunity to make
your voice heard by joining the Resident Advisory Board. This board plays an
important role in reviewing, planning and shaping LHA programs and policies.

All participants in any LHA rental assistance program are eligible to serve.
The board meets two to three times between October and November, with each
meeting lasting up to two hours. To help support participation, LHA can provide
assistance with transportation and child care costs if needed.

Interested in making a difference? Contact Jordan at Jordan@L-housing.
com or call 402-434-5530 to request an application or learn more.

Resident Advisory Board members
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This summer, children ages 1 to 18 can receive free breakfast and lunch

Monday through Friday through the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP).
This federally funded, state-administered

program provides nutritious meals to
children in low-income areas to ensure
children continue to have access to

healthy food when school is not

in session.
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SUMMER NUTRITION PROGRAMS FOR KIDS

All children are eligible at no cost, regardless of race, sex,
national origin or disability, and no registration or income
requirements are needed.

Meals must be eaten on-site during designated serv-
ing times and are available on a first-come, first-served

basis. Meals are provided for children only; adults
are not eligible.

The program is a partnership between the
Food Bank of Lincoln, the USDA and other
community agencies and organizations. For more

~ information, visit www.lincolnfoodbank.org/
services/youth-family-2/summer-food-for-kids.

All listed meal sites are open to the public. Please check schedules carefully, as locations vary in dates and serving times.

Some sites may be closed June 19 and/or July 3. Check with individual sites for details.

Belmont Elementary

3425 N. 14th St.

June 1-June 26, closed June 19
Breakfast 8-9:45 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

June 29-Aug. 7, closed July 3
Breakfast 8-9 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Calvert Recreation Center
4500 Stockwell St.

June 1-Aug. 7, closed July 3
Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.

Campbell Elementary

2200 Dodge St.

June 1-June 26, closed June 19
Breakfast 8:30-9:30 a.m.

Lunch 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m.

June 29-July 24

Breakfast 8:30-9 a.m.

Lunch 11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m.

Culler Middle School
5201 Vine St.

June 1-June 26
Breakfast 8-8:20 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon
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Dawes Middle School
5130 Colfax Ave.

June 1-June 26
Breakfast 8:30-9 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon.

Donald D. Sherrill
330 N. 56th St.

June 8-June 18
Breakfast 9:20-9:45 a.m.
Lunch 12:40-1 p.m.

Everett Elementary

1123 C St.

June 1-June 26, closed June 19
Breakfast 8:45-9:30 a.m.

Lunch 12:30-1 p.m.

Goodrich Middle School
4600 Lewis Ave.

June 1-June 26, closed June 19
Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon

Hartley Elementary School
730 N 33rd St.

May 27-July 31, closed July 3
Breakfast 8-9 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Huntington Elementary
2900 N. 46th St.

June 1-June 26
Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon

Lakeview Elementary
300 Capital Beach Blvd.
June 1-June 26
Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon

Lefler Middle School
1100 S. 48th St.

May 28-June 26
Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon

Lincoln High School

2229 J St.

May 28-July 1, closed June 19
Breakfast 7:50-8:20 a.m.

McPhee Elementary
820 Goodhue Blvd.
June 1-July 31
Breakfast 9-9:30 a.m.
Lunch noon-1 p.m.

Meadow Lane Elementary
7200 Vine St.

June 1-June 26, closed June 19
Breakfast 9-9:30 a.m.
Lunch 12:30-1 p.m.

North Star High School
5801 N. 33rd St.

May 28-July 1

Breakfast 9:45-10:30 a.m.

Norwood Park Elementary
4710 N. 72nd St.

May 26-July 31

Breakfast 8-9 a.m.

Lunch 11 a.m.-noon

Nuernberger Education Center
1801 S 40th St.

June 8-June 18

Breakfast 9:15-10 a.m.

Lunch 12:55-1:15 p.m.

Pershing Summer Camp
2500 N. 67th

June 1-July 24

Breakfast 8-9 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Prescott Elementary
1930 S. 20th St.

June 1-June 26
Breakfast 9-9:30 a.m.
Lunch 12:30-1 p.m.

Randolph Elementary
1024 S. 37th St.

June 1-June 26
Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon

Roper Elementary

2323 S. Coddington Ave.

May 27-July 31, closed July 3
Breakfast 8-9:15 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

Saratoga Elementary
2215 S. 13th St.

June 1-June 26
Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m.
Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon

The Career Academy
8800 O St.

May 28-July 1

Breakfast 9:45-10:45 a.m.

West Lincoln Elementary
630 Dawes Ave.

June 1-June 26

Breakfast 9-9:30 a.m.

Lunch 12:30-1 p.m.

Yankee Hill Education Center
865 W. Burnham St.

June 8-June 18

Breakfast 8-8:30 a.m.

Lunch 11:30 a.m.-noon



School Food Markets this summer

School Food Markets provide nutritious, healthy foods to children and families.
Each school allows all students, parents of students and school staff to shop the market for
~ groceries. All are welcome. No need to bring anything. For questions call 402-466-8170.

Saratoga Elementary, West Lincoln Elementary,
2215 S 13th St., Indoor 630 W. Dawes Ave., Indoor
June 2, July 7 and Aug. 4, 3-4 p.m. June 23 and July 28, 3-4 p.m.
Belmont Elementary, Clinton Elementary,
3425 N. 14th St., Indoor 1520 N. 29th St., Outdoor
June 9, July 14 and Aug. 22, 3-4 p.m. June 4, July 2 and Aug. 6, 3-4 p.m.
Culler Middle School, Roper Elementary,
5201 Vine St., Indoor 2323 S. Coddington Ave., Outdoor
June 16 and July 21, 3-4 p.m. June 11 and July 9, 3-4 p.m.

Park Middle School,
855 S 8th St., Outdoor
June 18 and July 16, 3-4 p.m.
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The LH.lCOln Fresh produce _ Calvert Recreation Center, 4500 Stockwell St. 3-4p.m. Closed Sept. 7.

truck, organized by the Food Bank _ _
of Lincoln, makes stops at 20 loca- Grace Lutheran Church, 2225 Washington St. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Closed Oct. 12.
tions across the city, distributing free _ Dialysis Center of Lincoln, 3211 Salt Creek Circle 4:30-5:30 p.m.
fresh fruits and vegetables at each  [ifionday Belmont Baptist Church, 3424 N. 14ih St. 10:30-11:30 a.m.
site from March through November : ;

. . 1st Tuesday Aging Partners Northeast Senior Center, 6310 Platte Ave.  10:30-11:30 a.m.
(excluding holidays).
everyone is welcome to participate  [juliiky) Willard Community Center, 1245 S. Folsom St. 10:30-11:30 a.m.
and se- : S ] 4th Tuesday Clinic with a Heart, 1701 S. 17th St. 430-530 p.m.  (Excluding June 23)
lect from : - , o .
a variety 1st Wednesday Community Action The Gathering Place, 1448 E St. 5-6 p.m.
of fresh | : I2nd Wednesday Asian Community Center, 144 N. 44th St. 10:30-11:30 a.m.
produce. ’Srd Wednesday Community Action Head Start, 1821 K St. 3-4pm.
Visitors | I ) )

— 4th Wednesday ConnectioN Point, 1333 N. 33rd St. 10:30-11:30 a.m.

are en- ———
couraged to bring their own bag to AN [ Foloship BaptstChurch 516 W Souh s oo s am. |
carry items home. This is a great way  [IRIEE Eiseley Branch Library, 1530 Superior St. 4:30-5:30 p.m.

to add nutritious foods to your diet,
try new fruits and vegetables and
support healthy eating habits.

3rd Thursday Praise Temple Church, 1101 N. 56th St. 10:30-11:30 a.m.
4th Thursday CityLight North, 2600 N. 70th St. 4:30-5:30 p.m. Closed Nov. 26.

For a detailed calendar of dis- Carol Yoakum Family Resource Center, 4621 NW 48th St. ~ 4:30-5:30 p.m. Closed July 3.
tribution sites, days and times, visit Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 3301 N. 56th St. 10:30-11:30 a.m.
www.lincolnfoodbank.org/services/ ,

. . Clinton Elementary School, 1520 N. 29th St. 4:30-5:30 p.m. Closed June 19.
lincoln-fresh-rural-mobile-produce
or call 402-466-8170. Indian Center, 1100 Military Road 10:30-11:30 a.m. Closed Nov. 27.
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Job Corps offers free career training and education

Job Corps is a federally funded pro-
gram through the U.S. Department of
Labor that provides free education and
vocational training for
individuals ages 16-24.
It helps participants de-
velop skills and gain
experience to enter the
workforce, pursue ap-
prenticeships, continue
their education, or enlist in the military.

Job Corps operates 120 locations
nationwide, with three nearby locations
in Chadron, Nebraska; Denison, Iowa,
and Manhattan, Kansas. These locations
provide hands-on training programs in
construction trades, medical certifica-
tions, office administration, facilities
maintenance and more. Pine Ridge Job

Career Exploration Days

Corps in Chadron is also a Civilian
Conservation Center, partnering
with the U.S. Forest Service.

“Through this partnership,
some students have met their quali-
fications to work fighting wildfires
while going through the Job Corps
program,” said Lance Pedersen, Job Corps
admissions.

In addition to career training, Job
Corps can help students earn a high
school diploma or equivalent and obtain
a driver’s license. The program also pro-
vides career planning, on-the-job training,
job placement assistance, housing, meals,
basic health and dental care, a biweekly
living allowance and essential uniforms
and training equipment — all at no cost.

Eligibility requirements require

students be between the ages of 16 and 24,
alegal U.S. resident, have no outstanding
warrants or court orders and complete a
background check. Income requirements
do apply; however, individuals or fam-
ily members receiving SNAP, TANF,
SSI, CHIP or Medicaid may qualify
automatically.

For more information or to apply, vis-
it www.jobcorps.gov, and contact Lance
Pedersen at pedersen.lance@jobcorps.org
or 712-292-1765.

New game helps users spot scams

Anew free web-based game, Scout the Scam, is help-

offer hands-on experience

ing users build skills to recognize and avoid online fraud
in an increasingly digital world.

Created after a family experience with an attempted
scam, the game is designed to help users — especially older
adults — learn how to identify fraud and stay safe online.

The interactive platform teaches internet safety
through short, engaging lessons focused on real-world
threats, including scam messages, misleading online
content, and data privacy risks. It is designed to help us-
ers better understand how scams work and how to protect
personal information online.

Career Exploration Days through Southeast Community
College gives people ages 14-24 the chance to explore ca-
reers in HVAC, plumbing, electrical and auto tech.

Breakfast and lunch are provided, along with employer
panels, labor market information, hands-on activities and
instruction from SCC teachers. Register for all three days
or individual days by scanning the QR code.

The game includes three modules:

e Artificial Intelligence Awareness: explores how
Al-generated images, videos and content can appear
highly realistic and may be used to spread misinfor-
mation or scams.

Scam Detection: teaches how to identify suspicious
emails and text messages, including common patterns
and tactics used by scammers.

Cookies and Internet Safety: explains

what cookies are, how they track brows-

ing activity, and how users can manage

or decline them to improve privacy.

v
Amerlfga.lobCenter'

LANCASTER AND SAUNDERS COUNTIES

CAREER
EXPLORATION

9a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Southeast Community College,
8800 O St.

June 2, HVAC & Plumbing
June 3, Auto Tech
June 4, Electrical

June 14, HVAC & Plumbing
July 15, Auto Tech
July 16, Electrical

Location:
By combining interactive learning
with practical examples, the game aims
to make digital safety more accessible
and easier to understand for everyone.
To play the game, visit
scoutthescam.com.
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- Reading Matters

Lincoln Housing Authority employees @il
Amy W., Janel, Amy V., and Vicki assisted with | [KE¥
the Arnold Elementary SOAR Reward Book =
Distribution on March 24, helping put books |
directly into the hands of students from preschool | §
through 5th grade.

Every student at Arnold Elementary received
a free book from Reading Matters to take home in
recognition of their positive behavior. The event cel-
ebrated the school earning more than 10,000 SOAR
tickets, a milestone reflecting students’ commitment
to being safe, on-task, accountable, and respectful.

In total, 724 books were distributed, helping spark
excitement for reading and encouraging students to
continue building strong literacy habits while celebrat-
ing their positive behavior at school.

Students celebrate SOAR

Dig into summer reading with Lincoln City Libraries

This summer, readers of all ages are invited to join the 2026
Summer Reading Challenge: “Unearth a Story” through Lincoln
City Libraries. The
annual program en-
courages the commu-
nity to explore new
books, complete fun
activities and enjoy
rewards.

The Summer
Reading Challenge
combines reading, ac-
tivities and prizes in
a fun and easy way.
Reading during the
summer helps stu-
dents maintain impor-
tant literacy skills and
encourages creativity,
curiosity and lifelong
learning. It can also
improve focus, re-
duce stress and cre-
ate opportunities for
families to spend time
together. Whether it’s
a favorite novel, audiobook, magazine or picture book, even a
few minutes of reading each day can help keep minds active and
engaged all summer long.

Lincoln City Libraries
2026 Summer Reading Challenge

Friday, May 22 to Friday, July 31

Visit LincolnLibraries.org

Read 10 hours.

Get big rewards.
|

ol + Saltdogs tickets!
od, prizes & more.

ﬁiﬁlals, magic and
nts all summer!

The challenge runs from May 22 through July 31.
Participants are encouraged to read for 10 hours, complete eight
out of 20 activities and visit the library four times during the
program. Registration opened May 22, but participants may sign
up at any time at their local library branch or online at www.lin-
colnlibraries.org/programs-and-events/reading-challenges. The
entire challenge can also be completed through the Beanstack
app, available in the App Store and Google Play. Everyone who
registers will receive a ticket to a Lincoln Saltdogs baseball game
and a City of Lincoln pool
pass valid for one
entry during the
2026 swim sea-
son. Participants
who complete "
the challenge also "\
will receive a sheet (
of coupons to y.
celebrate their
reading success.

In addition
to the reading
challenge,
fami-
lies and
readers are encouraged to visit the library throughout the summer
for special events and activities. A full calendar of events is avail-
able online at www.lincolnlibraries.org/programs-and-events/
events-calendar.
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Fans available
for seniors

Job and bid opportunities

Under the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Lincoln
Housing Authority is required to publicly post employment and bid opportunities. To

learn about employment with LHA, visit www.L-housing.com/Employment.html.

As summer arrives and tem-
peratures continue-to rise, seniors
don’t have to struggle through the
heat alone. Aging Partners’ Durable
Medical Equipment program pro-
vides fans at no cost to individuals
age 60 and older.

To request a fan, call
402-441-8815.

The program also offers a
variety, of other no-cost items for
seniors, including crutches, canes,
wheeled walkers, handrails and
shower chairs.All items are subject
to availability and are cleaned and
sanitized before distribution.

Aging Partners is at 600
S. 70th St. For more informa-
tion about Aging Partners and the
services it provides to older adults,
call 402-441-7070 or visit aging.
lincoln.ne.gov.

Free outdoor events

Lincoln Housing Authority

PO BOX 5327, 5700 R STREET
LINCOLN NE 68505-0327

LHA regularly issues public bid notices and request for proposals (RFPs) for
ongoing repair, renovation and new construction projects. Review a list of current bid
opportunities at www.L-housing.com/Vendors.html.
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Big Gumdrop Outdoors is a nonprofit dedicated to empowering youth through education and outdoor exploration. This sum-
mer, they will host free, monthly community events with nature-based activities, meals included:

PADDLE NIGHT
cooking at Branched

Spend a night on the water and learn how to
kayak! We will have

kayaking, outdoor

games and campfire

Oak Lake from 6-8
p.m. (meeting at the Dick Van Horn
Lodge). No registration required;
dinner included.

COPS ‘N BOBBERS
m Presented by SCHEELS, enjoy a fishing ad-
i 5 venture at Holmes
local police and con-
servation officers.

Lake Shelter 3 from

10 a.m.-1 p.m. with
Lunch will be included; no registra-
tion required.

4TH ANNUAL COMMUNITY LAKE DAY

It’s our annual end of summer bash. Join us
at Holmes Lake Shelter
T’

3 from 6-8 p.m. We will p

be fishing, kayaking, [
playing games, roast- ‘

ing s’mores and having y
dozens of community partner booths and ‘f& —
free shirt giveaways from our T-shirt design winner. You don’t
want to miss this event!

FISH ‘N FIRE
Experience our last fishing event of the year at
Holmes Lake Shelter o e
3 from 6-8 p.m. Cast |
on the water and hang
with Lincoln firefight- | i

ers and their engine! | = I 3’ J

All gear and food will be provided for | & = -
free. No registration is required. —

More information at BIGGUMDROPOUTDOORS.ORG or contact us at 402-875-2474 or info @ EXPLOREBGO.ORG.
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All events can be found on our Facebook page with more details



